Fall 2022

Director’s Corner
Needs Council 2022
Board Members
Laurie Jenschke - President
Kelli Olfers - Vice President
Mark Peterson - Treasurer
Ray Tiemann - Secretary
Tim Bowyer
Jade Browning
Rev. Bur Dobbins
Sarah Fontenot
Shirley McCarty
Tom Musselman
Karen Oestreich
Holly O’Neill
Keith Whited

Like the father in the front-page story
– Christmas brings out the giving
spirit. We all enjoy doing a bit extra
for our family, friends, co-workers or
employees and neighbors during the
holidays. Here at the Needs Council
we are delighted to be in the “front
row” watching Santa’s magic while
he endeavors to give each child his
undivided attention as they tell him
their gift list during the Christmas
Families Distribution.
The “Elves” that deliver gifts to our
homebound seniors come back to
share their excitement as they tell us
of the gratitude and joy each recipient
shares with them. For many, this
may be their only gift and only social
engagement during the Christmas
season.

“Everyone can
experience the
Joy & Blessing of generosity; because
everyone has something to give”
-Jan Grace
Throughout the year we are continually
blessed with your generosity. Over
and over again, clients break down
as they attempt to put words to their
gratitude. They know and we know
just how close they came to losing their
home, their job, their vehicle etc….
but because of their neighbors caring
they didn’t! Please rest assured your
gifts of time, talent, and treasure are
never wasted at The Needs Council.

Cindy Heifner

Executive Director
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Tidings of

Comfort & Joy

Our Angel Tree and Christmas
Famiiles programs are offered to ease
the burdens of our neighbors who
have struggled immensely this year.
“John” was injured at work and unable
to obtain workers’ compensation. With
three children, including a special
needs student, the mother “Jennifer”
works full-time and obtained a
second job to help them stay afloat.
John learned that surgery is not an
option; therefore, he must receive job
retraining since his current occupation
is no longer possible. This was not the
life he envisioned for his family so he
began seeing one of our counselors to
deal with this new reality. With credit
card debt mounting, they asked the
Needs Council for help with utilities.
The Christmas Families program was
also offered, and John initially said no.
“We’ve always done that kind of thing
for other folks – I just can’t imagine
being on the receiving end.”

adopt a family in need, he smiled and
said, “You’ve Got a Deal! My kids have
felt the drastic cut-backs on everything
they enjoy; it’ll be great to see them
have a nice Christmas.”
You can make this possible
for a family or senior this
Christmas! Please don’t
delay calling 830-997-9756
for the family or senior’s
gift list information as
the gifts are due back
starting December 8th!
You can also help without
adopting by giving online
needscouncil.org/donate,
or purchasing grocery gift
cards, laundry detergent, or
shampoo.

These programs are only
made possible with your
support! Visit needscouncil.
org to learn more
about other ways you
After we explained the program was can help keep our
completely confidential and promised 28 programs going
that in the future they could return to throughout the year!

A young Christmas Family recipient
props her foot on Santa’s as she shares her
Christmas wishes along with her little sister.

n e e d s c o u n c i l . or g

online

Give
PO Box 73
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Non-Profit
Organization
Postage Paid
Permit #222
Fredericksburg, TX
78624

Hungry to
Support Kids
HEB Gives $7,000 in Support of
Food 4 Kids; Volunteers Shop, Bag &
Distribute Weekly to 200+ Children
As with most everything these days, food costs have
increased, so our friends at HEB responded with a
generous $7,000 gift that will help provide supplemental
nutrition to over 200 children identified as food insecure
by teachers, nurses, and counselors during the school year.
The Needs Council Food 4 Kids program addresses
weekend hunger in children who are identified as “undernourished”. Sadly, Feeding America reports that 1 in 6
children do not have sufficient food in Gillespie County.
Food 4 Kids provides non-refrigerated individual servingsized nutritional snacks each Friday that children can open
and eat. No can opener, microwave, or stove is needed.
Some of these children are home on the weekend while
their parents work so having “mini” meals that cover the
basic food groups and are easy to eat is vital.
Marilyn McNabb, Top Store Leader at H-E-B
Fredericksburg, has been a great partner and advocate
for the Needs Council. “It’s hard to imagine anyone
going hungry in a country with an abundant food supply,
especially a child,” she said. “One of HEB’s Pillars of Giving
is to provide hunger relief. The backpack program is a
great opportunity to ensure support for our community’s
most vulnerable, our children.”
Food is only part of the Food 4 Kids equation. Equally
vital is having a dedicated group of volunteers who shop,
organize, bag, and distribute these items to area schools
each and every week. Fortunately, we can count on our
community to provide everything we need to reach the
underserved. On behalf of the kids,

Thank you!

Marilyn McNabb visits with volunteer Karen Oestreich as she
purchases food items for middle school students.

We continue to rely heavily on donations from
the community to provide 65,000+ food items
throughout the school year.
Below is a list of food items needed:
• Tuna Kits*
• Beanie Wienies*
• Trail Mix/Nuts
• Apple Sauce
• Peanut Butter (singles)
• Protein Bars
• Breakfast Bars/Granola Bars
• Fruit Cups
• 100% Juice Boxes
• Crackers with cheese or peanut butter
*most needed items

