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“I can’t thank you enough for what you have 
done for my family. I’ve had several surger-
ies this past year - this last one being the 
biggest and most unexpected. It has been 
tough, and I’m having another surgery in 
January. I can’t thank you enough for help-
ing me make my three precious kiddos’ 
Christmas!”    ~a grateful mother

angel 
tree

christmas 
families

you 
can 

help!

The holiday season is a time when most of us worry 
about trimming the tree, hanging lights or buying 
presents. Unfortunately, the holidays prove to be  
especially challenging for the families and seniors  
we serve who are struggling to make ends meet.  
The high cost of rent and increased utilities coupled with  
often unexpected medical expenses seldom leave room  
in a family budget for necessities, much less gifts. 

This is why Angel Tree and Christmas Families programs 
were started - to help fulfill un-granted wishes and basic 
necessities for approximately 500 deserving members of 
our comunity!
To adopt a child and their family, call our office 997-9756. 
If you have a heart for seniors, stop by Chase Bank and 
choose an angel wishlist off the tree or give online www.

needscouncil.org/donate. Gift 
cards for food are another great 
option and are always needed 
and appreciated!

Holiday 
  Giving

Angel Tree - Senior, Male 
   
     • Socks  
    • Pants
    • Healthy Snacks 
    • Sugar Free Candy 
 

Christmas Families - Single Mom 
with Two Children 
 
    • 2-year-old girl 
         -her wish is a doll 
    • 4-year-old boy 
         -his wish is a train  
    • For mom we request 
basic necessities such as laundry soap, 
toiletries & food. Some donors elect to 
pay towards a utility bill as well.  

PAST EXAMPLES



A special  
“Thank 
You” to 
all of our 
anonymous  

donors

May 17, 2018 through October 19, 2018
4.0 Cellars 
Sam and Bea Aldrich 
   In Memory of Cameron Malinak
Amazon Smile Foundation 
Karen & Al Andrews 
   In Honor of Dian & Harlan Stai
Anonymous 
   In Memory of Harold Strickland
Armadillo Farm Campground 
Anita Arnold 
Austin Heart 
Ginger and Mike Barr 
Aaron Beeman 
Bradley and Lindsey Bertrand 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
Larry and Melinda Birck 
Elizabeth and Alfred Bispo 
Natalie Blair-Henderson 
Stephen and Alison Bodnar 
Terry and Joan Bonn 
Kermit and Laverne Boos 
Phyllis Borden 
Sarah and Craig Bosse 
Gordon and Kathleen Bradford 
Richard and Nancy Braunitzer 
Andy and Andrea Bray 
Broadway Bank 
Sharon and Gary Brunner 
Alton and Florine Bruns 
   In Memory of Charles Nichols & 
   Marjorie Clifton
Bruce and Cindy Busby 
Ned and Margaret Butler 
   In Memory of Ann Frances Heusinger
Jimmy and Peggy Cady 
Mac and Marney Caldwell 
Capital Farm Credit 
Thomas and Beverly Carnes 
   In Memory of Ruth Braeutigam
L D and Charlotte Casey 
Kathleen Castonguay 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Cave Creek 4H 
Centennial Bank Centennial Bank 
Jerry and Linda Christensen 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner
Tom and Janice Christofferson 
Church of Christ - Ladies Bible Class 
Lee and Janice Courtney 
Dorothy Cunningham 
   In Memory of Diane Holly
Customized Concrete Contractor 
   - Don Hazelett
Edwardo and Josee Cvercko 
Karen Davies 
Don and Nancy Davison 
Dian Graves Owen Foundation 
Kristi Dina 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner
Carolyn M Dodds 
Valorie Dorer 
Dona Drew 
Doug Duff 
Myrtle Eckert 
   In Memory of Jereleen Lochte, Emma 
   Jean Ransleben & Leatrice Zirbel
Lillie Eisner 
Sidney and Elizabeth Ellebracht 
Mary Ann Faubion 
Judy Feller 
   In Memory of Billy Wiemers
First Baptist Church 
First Baptist Church - Steadfast Class 
Herb and Kerry Fisher 
   In Memory of Ron Rice

Juanice Frank 
Fredericksburg Morning Rotary 
Fredericksburg United Methodist 
   Church 
Louise Friedrich 
Fritz and Sons Construction 
Ray and Cecily Gallagher 
Bill and Eunice Gary 
Sandra and David Gasmire 
Sharon Ginder 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner
Raymond Gold 
Cathy Grimm 
Trisha Grobe 
Erline Grona 
   In Memory of Mary Ann Wofford
Bettye S Hall 
Mark and Kelly Hallman 
Gary and Viki Haner 
Beverly and Bill Harrell 
Diana and Terry Harrison 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner
Merrily Hartmann 
Art Haun 
HCM Thrift Store 
HEB 
Ann Heifner 
Truman and Patricia Henrich 
Royce and Karen Herbort 
   In Memory of Jim Whatley
Anissa Herrera 
Kathi and Glenn Herzog 
Hill Country Church 
Hill Country Pest Control 
Danny and Charlotte Hirt 
Thomas and Bunni Hoefel 
Rick and Pat Hoerster 
Juana Hollin-Avery 
Holy Ghost Lutheran Church 
Owen & Betty Houston 
Bert and Frances Huebner 
Robert and Rose Huff 
Donna Hugly 
Helen Huls 
Barbara and Royce Hunter 
Michael and Marsha Hurst 
Barbara Irwin 
Sylvia Izard 
   In Memory of Hilda Wendle & 
   Myra Christian
Carly and Keith Jenkins 
Laurie and Daniel Jenschke 
   In Memory of Imogene Grona
Jennifer Johnson 
Sharon Johnson 
Joseph Financial Partners 
   In Honor of Janie Atwell
June Kaderli 
   In Memory of Fredolin Kaderli
George and Kathleen Keller 
John and Lorri Kendrick 
Kick & Click Cloggers 
Vinson and Sandra Kirchner 
Paul Kolhoff 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner
Timothy Koock 
Bernard and Sara Kopp 
Darlene & Daniel Kordzik 
Kerry and Melanie Kordzik 
   In Memory of Dorothy Herbort
Judith Kost 
Jo Ann Krauskopf 
Larry and Jeanine Kuhlken 
Chris and Rhonda Kunz
Donna & Timothy Lafferty 
Robert and Donna Lapidus 

Frankie Law 
   In Memory of Delman Law
Law Office of Kendra Pesek, PLLC 
Lorinda Lee 
   In Memory of Francis Lee
Joan Lennon 
Alfred Leonhardt 
Lorinda Lee, Teresa Galloway &  
   Dawna Hartshorne-Kvidera 
   In Memory of Harold Strickland
Michael and Susan Mahoney 
Marcia Manhart 
Gary Marburger 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner
Sherrie Maurer 
David and Audrey Mayer 
Sharon McBride 
John and Genevieve McCaffrey 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner & 
   Mark Bowers
Patricia McConnell 
   In Honor of Susan and John Bernard, 
   Reg and Linda Garter &  
   Crawford Guthrie
Ric and Pat McCormick 
William McPherson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Raul and Hilda Mendez 
MHM Wesley Nurse - 
  Tammy Amerson-Wilson
Sandy & James Miller 
Ward and Pat Miller 
Ed Millis 
Wayne and Kathy Modrall 
Rick and Mara Moretti 
Kirsten & Fred Moss 
Dorothy and Ernest Mueller 
Gay Mueller 
   In Memory of Donnie Burgner
Beverly Naumann 
Melanie Nesbit 
Candace and David Nicely 
Steve Nitsche 
Oak Hills Church 
Susan Olson 
Taylor Osbourn 
Otto’s 
Bill and Carol Pace 
Kathleen Paige 
Brainerd and Kathleen Parrish 
Daniel and Lucy Jean Pehl 
Rose Petermann 
Joan Petty 
Blaine and Debbie Phelps 
Kevin and Harriet Pickard 
Patricia Podoll 
Daniel and Sandra Poole 
Kay Pressler 
Patrick and Marlene Pylate 
Danny and Jane Reed 
Robert and Irene Remmers 
Joan Richards 
Danny and Mary Beth Richardson 
Wayland and Judith Rippstein 
Paul, Margie and Christina Rivera 
Earl and Marsha Robinett 
Roy Rowe 
John Rowell 
Rudy & Myla Schmuck Memorial Fund 
James and Jamie Runnels 
Mohammad and Mary Saiidi 
   In Memory of Ryan Saiidi
Saint Barnabas Episcopal Church 
Ruth Sarnecki 
Rodney Sauer 
Doris Schaeferkoeter 

Lisa Elaine Schandua 
Dan and Renee Sechrist 
Security State Bank & Trust 
Irene Segner 
Segner’s Jewelers 
Matthew and Lorena Seidenberger 
Ruby and EC Seifert 
Richard and Jennifer Shelden 
Carol Shepherd 
Nancy and Walter Sheppard 
Chris and Anastasia Sikkema 
Robert and Bethany Simpson 
Amy Smith 
Douglas & Linda Smith 
Trish Smith 
William and Cheri Snyder 
Lyle and Jo Ann Spaeth 
   In Memory of Esquell, Joe & Julia Esquell 
   and Raymond & Laura Spaeth
Jim and Bev Speer 
   In Honor of Lucy Ann Arnold
Stallings Land Company LLC 
Sharon Stanley 
Camille Stewart 
Street Dreams 
Carlton Eckert and Chrissy Stuewe 
Tech Brothers 
Texas Rebel Radio 
The Giving Circle 
The Hubertus Schuentzen Club 
The Optimist Club of Fredericksburg 
Linda Trevino 
United Methodist Women 
Bob and Becky Walch 
Marylyn Wantzlaff 
Gretchen Hill and Pat Ward 
Sandra Weinheimer 
   In Memory of Ruth Braeutigam
Al and Janet Weinzierl 
Alice White 
   In Honor of Leadership Gillespie  
   County 2016
Gary and Barbara Wilcox 
Priscilla Williams 
John and Megan Willome 
Frederick and Allison Winter 
Kay Wischkaemper 
   In Memory of Lucille Marburger
Terry and Margaret Wittenberg 
Fred Witters 
Brian and Kay Wright 
   In Memory of Kermit Crenwelge
Heather York 
Zion Lutheran Church 

  

MEMORIALS, HONORARIUMS & DONATIONS TO THE NEEDS COUNCIL



 
 
 

We must bid a fond farewell at the end 
of this year to our Board Secretary, 
Becky Walch and Board President, 
Mark Peterson (aka Santa). We thank 
you both for your combined 13 years 
of compassionate service and dedica-
tion to Helping Our Neighbors in Need. 

 
 
 
 

 
A five-year-old little girl “Ava” is 
living with her grandparents after 
her mother was deemed unfit by 
the courts. Her grandpa has ALS 
and can no longer work due to 
his increasingly limited mobility 
so they primarily live off of his 
social security. Ava’s grandma 
also has medical issues but con-
tinues to work part-time to help 
make ends meet. They came 
in to ask for a fan because the 
AC in the small RV they live in 

went out and with the grandfa-
ther confined, it was a safety 
concern. We provided a fan and 
also repaired their AC. Ava re-
ceived school supplies to start 
kindergarten and was enrolled 
in an after school activity to give 
her time outside the RV, learn a 
hobby and be with other children 
her age. We provided food and 
made sure they knew they could 
come back for blankets and a 
heater this winter if they needed 
it. They were so grateful and ex-
cited you would’ve thought they 
won the lottery! Your gifts help 
make this possible.

clientIt's so hard to say...

goodbye

Good News-
IRA 

Distributions! 
Shortly after moving with her family 
to Fredericksburg, Donnie Burgner 
began what would become a 30-
year connection to the Needs Coun-
cil. “I’ve always loved everything 
about the Needs Council from my 
first involvement. Medical transpor-
tation followed, then many other 
things through the years,” she said. 
Serving in many capacities during 
her tenure (as both volunteer and 
staff), one could argue that her two-
and-a-half decades as a volunteer 
medical transportation driver super-
seded them all. Likewise, clients 
enjoyed her hospitality, easygoing 
nature and stories from her travels 
around the world. Shortly after Don-
nie’s 80th birthday she came in with 
a tear in her eye. “‘I have to hang 
up my keys,’” Cindy recalls her say-

ing. “She still 
planned on driv-
ing her friends, 
but didn’t think 
it would be 
wise to con-
tinue driving 
others at her 
age.” Step-
ping down 
from medical 
transportation 
didn’t stop Donnie from contribut-
ing. She helped us with newslet-
ters until her passing on August 17, 
2018. Donnie had an unforgettable 
smile emanating warmth and will be 
greatly missed by all of the staff and 
clients she touched, for she certainly 
embodied what it means to Help Our 
Neighbors in Need. 

Memories of Donnie

“Qualified Charitable 
Distributions” are a 
wonderful way to give 
back to your community 
Needs Council

You can 
reduce 
your 
taxes if 
you have 
mandatory 
IRA Distri-
butions

Contact your tax advisor 
to see if this win-win op-
portunity is right for you!

Thank   
   you.
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Needs Council 2018
Board Members

Mark Peterson - President
Andy Bray - Vice President
Jade Browning - Treasurer
Becky Walch - Secretary
Bea Aldrich
Rev. Bur Dobbins
Carla Herbig
Julianne Hohn
Laurie Jenschke
Elizabeth Rodriguez

Donations are made easy 
through our website using a 

credit card or PayPal!
www.needscounci l .org

Director’s Corner  

Cindy Heifner 
 Executive Director

Give
 online

Join Board of  
Directors & 
Staff @ Light  
the Night 
Christmas  
Parade

friday 
DEC 7

CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
CENTER COMING SOON!
You may be aware of the childcare crisis 
our community is facing. Multiple centers 
have recently closed leaving working par-
ents desperate to find quality care for their 
young children. The Needs Council has 
grown to 28 programs by meeting needs 
as they arise and our board decided that 
this is certainly one of those critical situa-
tions that warrants our resources. Look-
ing forward to 2019, we are in early 
stages of planning a childcare center for 
children under three years to alleviate 
pressures for families, many of whom 
are dependent on two incomes to make ends 
meet. Stay tuned for more information coming soon! concept draft

This past July, I was privileged to be accepted into a spiritual director pro-
gram in Colorado Springs. Not only was it an excellent time to escape the 
Texas heat; I learned more than I ever hoped. The training allowed me to 
acquire a fresh vision of “how best to serve” our clients at the Needs  
Council. I wanted to share a few key takeaways from my studies. 

Every child is born with an innate personality and will perceive the world and others 
from their own frame of reference. Circumstances such as abuse, trauma or grief 
may cause that personality to freeze, revert, or hide but it never truly changes or 
goes away. Healing begins when a person discovers their true personality, embraces 
it and learns what works best for them. In order to help others, we must learn about 
all personalities, in order to understand what makes each person tick & how best to 
love and encourage them. Not expecting them to see the world the same way we do, 
or judging them for not.

These words rang true for me as I reflected on the joy it has been to witness the true per-
sonalities of our clients emerge once healing begins through counseling. Many who have 
come to us broken, anxious and guarded become whole, joyful and free.

As the Christmas Season fills us with joy and generosity consider taking a few moments 
each day to acknowledge the gifts in your life – the people who love you unconditionally, 
the roof over your head, the wonderful food supply we enjoy and the clean water we are so 
blessed to have in abundance. Above all, be kind my friends for as you know all too well, we 
know not what treacherous journey another has traveled. Merry Christmas,


